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I s asked by the editor of the Col-
American to tell the ecomplete
story of the Ameriean Negro Exhiblt
No sk conld be more pleasant, for 1
beliere Newroes of the United
States =hould have fullest infor-
nution this praject which
sone abrosd in their name and in their
name has  demanded and received a
Lhearing in the great concourse of Na-
tions thar have in I'aris 1o
congratulate eael other upon the prog-
the nineteenth century.  The
American Negro may not have estab
listidd an independen: covernment. and
he may be Iacking in all the parapher-
nalin of rovaliy, but his progress has
been no markesd in eivilization,
and any just cons<ideration of its mar-
velons progrees falls far short of the
druth if it puts him down as a zero,
unless that zero multiplies by ten.

At the opening of this century the
Constitution of the United States was
still in swaddling clothes. the slave
trade was In all its vigor and horrers
of the “middle passage,” and in prae-
tieally every State in the Union the
erack of the slave whip might have
been heard. The great American Con.
stitution, which has been eharacterizid
by Willimim Lloxd Garrison as “A cov-
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THOMAS J CALLONAY.

enant with death and an agreement
with helll”™ had sanctioned forever th
ownership of human property and thus
to deny the truth of its own gtarement
that “men are created equal.” Let us
not refer to the terrible blasphemy in
which siave sympathizing  preachers
proved by Apostle 'aul’s epistles the
holiness of =lavery, nor to the great
chivalry of the South which made eon-
cubines aof our illiterate, helpless moth-
This will be 00 mueh, and the
picture is complete without it, Sufliee
it to say that the cenmury closes in
Deautitul contrast, and from the four
corners of the Nation Negroes have
sent here to the Universal Exposition
proofs of progress in manhood, womau-
hood, edueation, bdustry and all the
evidenees of good citizenship.

ers,

I'HELIMINARY WORK

Ko far as I know the first effort to
have a separate exhibit in conneetion
with the gencral exhibit of the United
States was made by myself in the fol-
lowing letter sent 1o over one hundred
represeuiative Negroes in various see-
tions of the United States:

Wiashington, D. C.. Octoher 4, 1899,

My Dear

I am eo ing arguments to present to
the man: of the United States Ex-
hibit 21 the Paris Expesition to persuade
the managers 1o provide for a Nezro Ex-
bibit in connceetion wi the United States
Exhilsit that during the next

yveur Tl ment I hoape to
nse is that the members of onr race
desire it.  For statement from
vou I mililress fetter. While |
;[. plore as deepls other member of
my race, the matter of e the color
Hue at any time where is not already
drawn by the other i there are times,
and this Is one, W hen we owe if to onr-

N errons,

the

selves Lo Liefore world s
Every one who Knows about public opinfon
in i-Z;lrn-]--'- will tell yout that the Eunropeans
think us a mass of rapists, ready (o attack

i

Negro
At the Paris Exposition.
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an exposed, and a drug
This information has
it the horrible libels
1 whenever a Negro s
¢ con=tant refercnces to
conraging remarks.

eal eeopnomists of the
ACCONUTS

i e ¢rroneouns

of suel 14t of Sam Hose as truth,
. nor ling the further disclosures,
each o ions which do us harm.

we answer these slanders?

ir 1 papers they do not subseribe for,

) ish books they do not buy them,

if we ire they do nor attend. To the
Trarics Exposition, howsver thonsanids nnon

B:35ccOP B W. ARNETT.

will and a well se-
o exhibit representing the
wnt in his  churches. his
homes, his farms. his stores. his

housands T
lected an

Negero's

1 e
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professions and pursuits in general will at-
traet attention, as did the exhibits at At-
Ianta ; va=hville Expositions, and do n

areat an

ing people of
Nl i

hundre

moreg

d In eonvineing think-
sihilities of the Nezro.
Izners be impressed, but
t¢ Americans will be fur
by whit they gee there
ihan what they see, or ean see. every day
in this eonntry, bmut fail to give us ecredit
for. ITundreds of white people were amazed
at the evidences of enlture and progress
they gaw In the Negro Exhibits In Xashville
and Atlas and yer von know that if they
wonid only wvisit the  ehurches and the
homes of our best familles in those ciths
#lone they would =ce an exhibit far more

convineed

pronounced of the progress and culture of

the raece, IDut this they do not., and we

minst prove onr eanse In other ways.
Please wrlte me ronr views, to he nsed

in presenting the matter to the Commission.
Very truly vours,
THOMAR J. CALLOWAY.

To this letfer nearly all replied. and
the responses were practieally unani-
mous, I wish T might give every one,
but T must not impose on your liberal-
ity of space. Tef a few speak for all

New York, October 5, 1590,
T nm heartily in faver of the offor: to se-
eh the Tnlted Siates Commission
fro-American Exhibit. Under all
the eclreumstanees we are entitled :[-u snech
an exhibit, as it wonld not anly glve Euro-
peans some lkdea of the prozress we have

tn ror,

mnde sinec emancipation, int serve

MARY CHurcr TERRELL.

many
which ft {
should be eni

[

impressions concerning us
s 10 the United Siates
1 by foreigners.

T. THOMAS FORTUNE,

Normal, Ala., Oct. 8 1899,

Nezro Exhibit will not onlv
o, bhat retlect erodit upon
s As showing to the world |

aof 4000 iWK)

nornnt slaves to induasiri

citizens, Xao other aantry or

has seen the fike, ’
Yours truly,

W. H. COUNCILL.

trirharians awl

New Orleans, La., Oct. 16,

1899.
Dear Sir: .

1 favor making such an exhibit at the
Paris Exhibition as will indicate to the elv-
ilized world that the American Negro is
making an honest and suecessful effort to
overcome the many disadvantages under
which he has labored hitherto.

Yours truly,
1. B. SCOTT.
Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 6, 18990,
My Dear Sir:

It will be a tangible object lesson to the
civilized world that the Negro [s not as bad
has been represented throogh a preju-
Respeet fully,

L. II. HOLSEY.
Washington, D. C., Oct. 7, 189,
Dear Kir:

Unless the Negro Is specifieally mentioned
he is left cut by tacit understanding. Thls
exposition will furnish a splendid opportu-
nity for the race to make a creditable show-
ing before the world, Yours truly,

KELLY MILLER.

Wilherforcee, Ohio, Oct. 19, 1S,

a= It
dlced press,

Dear Sir: )
Your communication
eontents nofed. I am hearty in favor of
representation at the Paris Exposition, I
am willilz to de anything that I ean to
forward the movement to have our sons< and
danchters represented in the World’s Bxpo-

received ahd the

sition. Yoanrs,
BEENJAMIN W. ARNETT.
Washington, . C., Oct. 18, 1809.

Dear Sir: .
The effort yon are making to provide for

a Negro Exhibit at the Parlis Exhibit is
laudable, and shomld be encournged by
every man amnd woman identified with the

race. In this way alone can the evidences
of onr progress be made a living, breathins
reality not only to Europeans, bot to many
Americans, who know almost nothing of the
strides the Negzro has made In literatnre
and In art, as well as in the varlous indus-
tries and trades
MARY CHURCH TERRELL.

These unifed appeals were laid be-
fore Commlssioner-General Peek and
Director Howard J. Rogers, Depart-

“ (S §

cOUNCILL

ment of Education and Social Econ-
omy, The reply was favorable and I

wias asked to state the plans and scope
of the proposed exhibit.

PRESIDENT MCKINLEY INTERESTED.

In the meantime President MeKin-
ley had become interested. Mr. Booker
T. Wazhington made a personal visit
to the President on belialf of the move-
ment, and he was scconded by Messrs,
Lyong. Cheatham and White. The pe-
sult was that the President became
deeply interested. and after a constdlia-
tion between the President and the
Commissioner General. T was told that
dhe exhibit had been arranged for and
I had been selected to carry out the

plans. It was not till November 15th
that I received my commission. anid

there remained just five months to col-
leet, transport 3.500 miles across the
ocean and install in a foreien land ap
exhibit that was to reflect credit upon
nine million people sceattered aver 45
States and distributed in every line of
ocetpation common to white Ameri-
cans. It is hardly necessary to say
that I shuddered at my task, and won.
dered if all my efforts had not been
merely to put a  drowning weight
around my own neck.

“TO MAKE RRICKS WITHOUT STRAW."

The first difficulty to arise was the
matter of funds. I was told that funds
were <o searce that I could not be paid
a salary of a clerkship, and any other
expenses must be limited to such per-
sonal traveling as 1 should be sSpe-
cifically authorized to do. I was al-
lowed a stenographer for 60 davs and
was permitted to have an office in the
cellar of the Capital Savings Bank. It
was in this connection that Coneress-
man Georze Henry White came to the
rescue.  He introduced in Coneress a
bill appropriating fifteen thousand dol-

lars for the Negro Exhibit. This pin
was indorsed by President MeRin
Commissioner - General  Peck,  pvory
member of Appropriations Committe,
both Republicans and Democr:rs
passed, without a single oljection
vate in either House of Copceress Al
salary was fixed at $2400 per annun
and every expense which 1 have 1o it
it desivable 1o incur has been e ami
vet half of the fumd to he
pended, most of which will @0 to jrul
lish a ook containing in 1

is vt

oreal (et
the facis broughit oul in the oy
and which T hope to  place,  fre

charge, upon the desks of every oy
paper editor in America, in l"-""_t lil
ry. upon the table of every mem
of Congress, in all the universities -
colleges for both races, aud an O 6
own leaders amd thinkers everywi
As its preparation entalls @vent enr
will ke several month= before it ean
distributed,

PLAN OF THE EXHIBI

To return now to the thread of my
story: When my commission came o)
November 15th I left that niehrt il
orders to proceed to Albany. Now Yor
amd receive instructions from Direcior
wogers. T wish to say now that o all
men in life I have worked withi I hoov,
never had quite so satisfaclory deal
ings as with Mr. Rogers, and 1 w <1y
the colored people in every part of
United States to know that had in o
been for the hearty CO-OpeTation o this
Christian gentleman the American Ne-
gro Exhibit would have bwen a fare
The plans which 1 outlined to Lin
were adopted as the proper SO, an
were the basis of whatever we lave
collected.  They have been publishel
in The Colored American, and some of
your readers will possibly recall
Immediately” from ATbany I lert for o
conference visic 1o five
institutions for special educat onal e
Ltibits, anil
entirely too limifed to attemwpt to
lect exhiibirs from our 180 instiialion
hence 1 selected Fisk Unive =iy, in
Tennessee,  Atlantic  Universit 1}
Georgia, Howard University n Wash.
ington, Hampton lustitute in Virgio
and Tuskegeae Institnte in Alabama as
the fitting institotions from wiich o
ask exhibits. Howard, because it was
our only National =school,
largesi, Atlanta, because of jis spogial
work in sociology, and Fisk because of
its higher education; Hampton, @< 1
Father industrial education. anil
Tuskegee, because of all that it stanls
for and is doing in praclicial edue
tilon and COIIOT-SOT) S
These institutions responded with alae
rity. and hy Deecember Ist T hid
tablished an office. and Miss Cuarrie
[ewis bad aceepted the work of sien
ographer and typewriter, which <he
did with great credir.

of onr typlen

Time wis too =10 <IMIC

and

nI‘

drmintion,

A FEW OF THOSE WHO HELPED,
The further planning of the exhibit
Wis 1ot =o easy, Institnutions  Lhavs
treasuries which can bhe drawn upon
1 -

for public good when necessary, b
individuals amonge us are nnt
S0 well supplied. One of the first th
volunteer his services was Mr., Danl
.\{II["I':I}‘. of the ],H;{';l;':‘- of Ooneress
who has labored Iate at might and with
Zreat expense of rime in collecting th
information which has resnlted in the
magnificent collection of N
thors.” It is not often we fml men
who wirhout t'llll!l'l'll“;;l:i'lfl will devare
themselves so earnestly for rhe Len

of the race. In this category T mons
Hi Vo'l
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also include Mr. Andrew ;
who colleeted information of ndustral
progress of the race:; Major Clhristian

E. Fleetwoml., whao cathiers] moirerin
showing Medal of IToenor Neorocs: M1
James I Niell, who eathe
ties about elerks in departmenutal ser

vice; Mr. Robert H. Harper. of (hi

cago, wha gathered valuable mater

showing progress of eolored pirople in

that city; Bishop Tee. who began the .
colleetion of facts relative to what th

Negro  is doins for hir in ki
churches and schools. but which, ur
fortunately. he conld not finish, and 11
editor of The Colored Ameriean, Mr
E. E. Cooper. who furnished two be
1”!1”}‘ hound volnmes of Nogro neiws-
papers. I reserve for special mentlon
I “Georsia Negro,™ :

'rof, W. E.

ARSI 1

a social study b
Burchardt Dubois, DMl

To over the uninteres<iing o
inils of the workine ont of the exh b
it was Mareh 7. 1900, that Mrs. Callo
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way, oor little girls Lucile amd Ca




